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ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-11 AGR-20 CIAE-00 COME-OO INR-10 

LAB-06 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 STR-08 TRSE-00 OMB-Ol 

DODE-OO PA-03 USIA-15 PRS-01 SPC-03 CIEP-02 SS-15 

NSC-10 DRC-01 /1 2 1 W 

015718 

R 201030Z SEPT 73 
FM AMCONSUL THESSALONIKI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1642 
INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

UNCLAS THESSALONIKI 0582 

E.O.l 1652:N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, EAGR, GR 

SUBJECT: PROTESTS OVER AGRICULTURAL PRICES AND POLICIES 
REF: THESSALONIKI’ S 0578 

1. UNDER BANNER FRONT PAGE HEADLINE "NOT A GRAIN OF WHEAT TO 
THE GOVERNMENT COLLECTION", ELLINIKOS VORRAS SEPTEMBER 20 
PUBLISHES REPORT BY ITS ECONOMIC EDITOR ON PROTEST MEETING 
HELD IN LARISSA LAST EVENING BY THE WHEAT GROWERS OF THESSALY. 
LATTER RESOLVED NOT TO SELL WHEAT AND OTHER 

CEREALS TO GOVERNMENT DEPOTS UNLESS AND UNTIL PRESENT 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT PRICES (NOW 3.10 DRACHMAS PER KILO WHEAT) 
RAISED. ARTICLE STATES FARMERS EXPECTED NEW PRICES FOR WHEAT TO 
BE AT LEAST 4.00 TO 4.20 DRACHMAS PER KILO. HOWEVER 
"MAKEDONIA”, ALSO REPORTING MEETING AS MAJOR ITEM ON 
INSIDE PAGES, STATES EXPECETED PRICE IS BETWEEN 4.70 
AND 5.20 DRACHMAS PER KILO. 

2. MEETING ALSO ADOPTED RESOLUTION TO CONVENE NATIONAL 
CONFERENCE OF GREEK FARMERS IN LARISSA ON SEPTEMBER 25 TO 
PROTEST CURRENT WHEAT PRICES, UNDER SPONSORSHIP OF GREEK 
FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURAL COOPERATIVES (PASEGES). 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. IN RELATED ARTICLE, "VORRAS" PUBLISHED TWO LETTERS 
FROM FARMERS IN KATERINI AND ORESTIAS PRAISING KYROU 
EDITORIAL SEPT 19 TAKING GOVERNMENT TO TASK FOR FAILURE TO 
INCREASE PURCHASE PRICE OF WHEAT(REFTEL). 
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4. KYROU AGAIN CASTIGATES GOVERNMENT' S PRESENT AGRICUL- 
TURAL POLICIES, REFERRING TO NEED TO IMPORT AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTS FROM ABROAD AS "NEW TRIUMPH"OF AGRICULTURAL 
POLICY OF MINISTRY OF NATIONAL ECONOMY, AND SAYING THAT 
FARMERS WILL LONG REMEMBER "BRIGHT MINDS" IN UNDER 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE WHO HAVE BROUGHT THIS SITUATION 
ABOUT. 

5. IN SEPARATE COMMENTARY, KYROU, PRAISES 
GOVERNMENT REORGANIZATION ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 18, "UN- 
DOUBTEDLY RECOMMENDED BY MARKEZINIS", AND IN PARTICULAR 
REESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATE MINISTRIES OF AGRICULTURE, 
MERCHANT MARINE, AND LABOR. 

BRENNAN 

UNCLASSIFIED 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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